Student 
Night set for 
Jan. 30 


By Marr Gineras 
Editor-in-Chief 

The NECC basketball team 
currently sits at 9-7 on the sea- 
son. Since they’ve returned from 
break, attendance hasn’t matched 
the first semester’s. 

The Knights game against un- 
defeated Division II opponent, 
Dean College is Jan. 30 at 6 p.m. 
and NECC wants all hands on 
deck. 

The athletic department, in 
association with student engage- 
ment, have decided that that day 
will become Student Night. 

All of NECC’s clubs and or- 
ganizations, as well as classes, 
afe invited to come cheer on the 
Knights. In fact, the club, orga- 
nization or class (that has at least 
six people) that provides the most 
positive school spirit will win a 
$50 pizza party. 

Dina Brown, the Director of 
Student Engagement and New 
Student Orientation, is excited 
about partnering with athletics 
again for the event. 

“J know that [Sue MacAvoy, 
the NECC athletic director] was 
trying to get the most clubs and 
org. there and most members 
there,” said Brown. 

“So, I’m going to be working 
with her to get as many students, 
clubs and orgs there to attend 
that evening and get some good 
NECC Knight spirit going on.” 

This isn’t the first time that 
athletics and student engagement 
have teamed up for an event. 

Last season, the two depart- 
ments teamed up for the North- 
ern Essex Campus Classic 5K 
and Fun Run, which will be held 
again in 2014. 

They also work together close- 
ly during the Winterfest, Season- 
al Celebration events, and the 
Student Leadership Development 
Program, among others. 

“We work together on other 
products, dealing with retention 
issues,” she said. “We serve on 
different commities together. Sue 
and I work pretty closely togeth- 
ed 

The Knights would love any 
and all support, as they hope to 
pull a David and take down Goli- 
ath on Jan. 30. 

For more information about 
the Student Night event, contact 
Sue MacAvoy at Smacavoy@ 
necc.mass.edu, or Dina Brown at 


dbrown@necc.mas.edu. 


NECC 2013 
a success 


New year will see 
many changes that 
2013 provided 


By Cuap GorHaM 
News Editor 

As the year 2013 came to an 
end at NECC, a lot happened on 
both Northern Essex campuses. 
The Observer looks back on some 
of the top stories. 

This past May, NECC Presi- 
dent Lane Glenn put together the 
Campus Classic 5K and Fun Run. 
The Campus Classic raised mon- 
ey for the victims of 2013’s Bos- 
ton Marathon boming, as well as 
scholarships for NECC students. 

President Glenn is an avid run- 
ner and NECC professor Linda 
Desjardins, who is a member of 
the President’s Running Club, ran 
in the Marathon. 

“I was about .6 from the finish 
line (.4 from the bombing) when 
the race was stopped, so I didn’t 
finish that last .6 -- no one could,” 
Desjardins told the Observer in 
April. 

The Campus Classic 5K and 


Fun Run will be happening again 
this fall to raise money for NECC 
scholarships. 

If interested in registering for 
the race, participants can register 
for the 5K on the NECC website. 

This past fall on the Haverhill 
campus, Jitters got new food op- 
tions, supplied by NexDine, and 
a complete makeover. Responses 
to the changes have been mixed 
-- some feel the selection is not 
so fresh. 

In a previous article in the Ob- 
server, Josephine Sebagisha, a 
Liberal Arts and Biology major, 
said she was upset because she 
was having trouble buying lunch. 

“The food is not good and it is 
so expensive,” she said. “I wish 
we could get our old cafe back.” 

But David Gingerella, the Vice 
President and CFO of NECC, said 
he is confident that the students, 
faculty and staff will get benefits 


from the new, larger open floor 
pian. 


Continued on page 4 


Former coach 
passes away 


Late coach Rowinski 
honored before 
Roxbury game 


By Mart Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

Former Northern Essex bas- 
ketball and baseball coach Mike 
Rowinski, 57, passed away 
on Monday. The coach led the 
NECC program for 13 season and 
accrued a 220-70 record for the 
Knights. 

Current NECC coach Darren 
Stratton played for Rowinski 
during his time as a Knights play- 
er. “I’ve learned so many things 
from him,” said Stratton. “Not 
only as a player, but things I do 
today is attributed to him.” 

During the Jan. 14 men’s bas- 
ketball game against Roxbury 
Community College, Northern 
Essex held a brief moment of si- 
lence for the late Rowinski. 

The game was won, 70-69, by 
Stratton’s squad. The deciding 
basket was the result of a 3-point 


play by Neph Carmona. Carmona 
recieved a pass from Ryan Grant 
under the basket and layed the 
ball in to tie the game, also draw- 
ing the foul. With a second left, 
Carmona headed to the free throw 
line. 

“In my head I was thinking to 
myself I have to make this,” said 
Carmona. “No pressure. We put 
so much effort in this game, in the 
second half, to not finish it off. 

“I owe this team everything | 
have. I needed to make this free 
throw for my team, Coach Strat- 
ton and Coach Tardiff, and the 
man who helped me become the 
player I am today, Coach Mike 
Rowinski.” 

Carmona played under Row- 
inski while attending Georgetown 
High School. Rowinski pointed 
him in the way of Stratton. This 
season, Carmona is the Northern 
Essex captain. The 16 points he 
scored in the game were a career 
high. 
“{ didn*t only lose a coach,” 
said Stratton. “I lost a really good 
friend.” 
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Spring 


As we bring in the New Year, 
new classes are among us. 

For some, this will be their 
last semester at Northern Essex. 
You may find yourself applying 
for four year schools. You might 
find yourself being thrusted into 
the “real world.” No matter your 
plans for after NECC, make sure 
you enjoy this semester. 

The new semester also wel- 
comes in many new students, as 
well. No matter if you are new or 
old, stay active on campus and 
you will find the experience to be 
very enjoyable. 

The school hosts many dif- 
ferent events.. Winterfest, the 
school’s winter celebration, will 
take place on Feb. 4 in Lawrence 
and Feb. 6 in Haverhill. It’s a 
great way to see what’s happen- 
ing on campus early in the semes- 
ter., 

The add/drop period for class- 
es is a week after the start of the 
semester. If you’re not feeling 
comfortable in a certain class 
because of the professor or the 
subject, use that time to drop the 
class and enroll in a different one. 

As students will undoubtedly 
see, NECC instituted their park- 
ing policy this semester. The pol- 
icy, which requires students to 


have a parking pass each semes- 
ter, allows parking across NECC. 

For students who don’t pur- 
chase the pass, limited parking is 
available in the Technology Cen- 
ter in Haverhill, or the Buckley 
Transit garage in Lawrence 

For any questions about the 
policy, NECC Security should be 
able to point students in the right 
direction. 

New to Haverhill is also the 
new Hub Cafe, in the Student 
Center. The bookstore is moving 
from the first floor of the SC to 
the second, and will serve grab 
and go items to students. It’s still 
unclear as to what exactly they 
will serve, but it should be op- 
tions for snacks. 

The athletics will also be add- 
ing a new sport in softball. After a 
15 year hiatus, the women of the 
diamond will once again take the 
field at Northern Essex and com- 
pete in the National Junior Col- 
lege Athletic Association. 

The Observer will try it’s best 
to deliver the top news stories 
that NECC brings. As always, we 
would love to hear from our read- 
ers. Email us at observer@necc. 
mass.edu to give us letters, tips or 
comments. 
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Get to know BcafsEdor eco Slaner 


Head of the Global 
Studies department, 
tells all... 


By ASHLEE R. FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Professor Stephen Slaner has 
been teaching at NECC since 
2006. He has also taught at Bun- 
ker Hill Community College and 
Northeastern University’s Col- 
lege of Professional Studies. 

Slaner, originally from New 
York, has traveled to Greece, 
France, Italy, Switzerland, En- 
gland, and to Montreal. 

When asked why he choose 
to teach American Government 
and Politics Slaner said “I teach 
American Government and Poli- 
tics because it’s the basic political 
science course for programs like 
Criminal Justice, as well as being 


required of political science majors. 

“The most important course I 
teach is Introduction to Political 
Science, which I invite all stu- 
dents to take if you’re interested 
in how things got the way we 
were and what, if anything, we 


teaching to retirement. 

Being a major fan of Moby 
Dick, when asked if you could 
be any animal he replied “you 
guessed it, a whale.” 

Slaner’s favorite president, 
if he had lived and been elected 


I would prefer teaching over retirement. 
- Stephen Slaner 


can do about it. 

“T also teach the Vietnam War, 
a history course, and both courses 
are offered this spring.” 

Slaner says he hopes to teach 
as long as he can and prefers 


Oo — 


would have been Robert Kenne- 
dy. Of actual presidents, he pre- 
fers the likes of FDR and Presi- 
dent Carter. 

Slaner says that NECC is a 
good place to start out at because 


Organization a key to success 


Dont get bogged 
down: meet the 


semester head on 
By Mart Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

With the new semester starting 
up, it’s easy to be overwhelmed 
with different classes, work and 
personal lives. 

To make your life easier, it’s 
best to block out time. Microsoft 
Excel is great for mapping out 
schedules. Using the program, 
you can make a day-by-day 
schedule and make time for dif- 
ferent activities. 

If you’re taking multiple class- 
es, getting a binder for each class 
is a good idea. Not only will all of 
your handouts, assignments and 
notes all be together, but you will 


| have an easier time finding them 


in the future if you organize them 
right away. 
You can make your virtual life 


| organized, as well. Ina flash drive 


or your computer, make different 
folders for each class you’ re tak- 
ing. Your work will be saved in 
an easy to find place if you ever 
need to find something you did 
weeks or months ago. This is es- 
pecially handy during finals pe- 
riod, if you’re taking a test that 
covers things from the beginning 


Tips on choosing a 
New Year's 


reolution 
By ASHLEE R. FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Now that 2014 has settled in, 
people have started their New 


| Year’s resolutions. 


Why is it that at the beginning 
of each year we decide to change 
ourselves, whether it be in losing 


of the semester. 

If you don’t have a daily plan- 
ner, you should get one. In a 
planner, you can write what days 
your classes are, when homework 
is due, when tests are scheduled, 
when you’re scheduled for work 
and much more. Most planners 
can be bought for under $15, and 
will save you the headache of 
trying to remember everything in 
your head. 

If you don’t like writing those 
types of things down on paper, a 
Google calendar or the calendar 
onan iPhone is a good alternative. 
You’ ll get email notifications of 
things before they happen, which 
will help you remember what to 
do and when to do it. 

Time management is also a 
big part of staying organized. 
As someone who is active on the 
NECC campus, I sometimes have 
a hard time giving all of my time 
to certain things. The Excel trick, 
and the calendar utilization both 
helped me out in scheduling time 
for all of my extra curriculars. 

It’s generally recommended 
that for every one hour of class 
time, students should put in about 
two hours of homework or study 
time to fully interpret the materi- 
al. 

For some students, the class 
time might be all they need. Oth- 


ers may need four or five hours 
until they fully understand. 

If that still doesn’t help you, 
take advantage of the tutoring op- 
portunites NECC provides. 

Not only is there a tutoring 
center for different subjects, but 
the Writing Center and Math 
Labs on either the Haverhill or 
Lawrence campus. 

Student peers or NECC facul- 
ty are there to assist students with 
any questions about coursework 
they may have. 

If you have a test or quiz or 
presentation on a Monday, try go- 
ing over it and studying Sunday 
night. Seeing a movie might not 
be the best option. 

In order to keep with a new 
system, give yourself a treat ev- 
erytime you hit a milestone. For 
every A on a test you get, may- 
be treat yourself to a dinner out. 
Hopefully, you will be more in- 
clined to keep up with a new sys- 
tem and help yourself to better 
grades and better study skills. 

Many people think that they’re 
well organized. I was one of 
them. It wasn’t until my first fi- 
nals period when | found out just 
how unorganized I truly was. 

Try some of these tips and see 
if they help you. You’ve got noth- 
ing to lose. 


“It gives you the 
basics that you 
need to advance 
in whatever field 
of study you 
choose, at a rea- 
sonable cost. 

“In my opin- | 
ion colleges | 
should be free, as 
some were when } 
I was growing |& 
up.” If there is | 
a staff member | 
that you would 
like to have fea- 
tured in the Ob- 
server email us at 
observer@necc. 
mass.edu and in- f 
clude “opinion 
editor” in the 
subject line. 


Courtesy Photo 


Slaner playing Frisbee with the Teaching in 


Community (TIC). 


New year new me: 
It’s that time of year again 


weight or changing our attitudes? 
The phrase “New Year new 
me” is the motto for staying pos- 
itive and keeping our resolutions. 
When choosing your reso- 
lution you have to be realistic. 
Instead of saying, “I’m going to 
lose 50 pounds by March” say to 
yourself “I’m going to join weight 
watchers and stay healthy.” 
According to the policy mic 
website eat healthy and exercise 
regularly were ranked #1 in last 


year’s 2013 resolutions. 
Followed by drink less, learn 


balance, volunteer, save money, 
get organized, read more and 


If you asked me for my New Year’s 
resolution, it would be to find out who I 
am. 

- Cyril Cusack 


something new, better work/life 


lastly finish the house hold “to-do 


list”. 

Did you know that gyms are 
the most crowed and earn the 
most memberships in the first 
week of the New Year? 

Resolutions are different for 
everyone. Sure, a lot of peo- 
ple pick the same ones but you 
should choose one thats fits you. 

Choose a resolution that you 
know you’re going to be able to 
stick to or at least give it a try. 
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News 


NECC trustee becomes mayor 


Daniel Rivera 
becomes the city 
of Lawrence new 
mayor 


By CHap GorHAM 
News Editor 


On Jan. 4, 2013, Daniel Rive- 
ra, an NECC Board of Trustees 
member, was sworn in as the new 
mayor of Lawrence. 

Mayor Rivera has been a part 
of the NECC Board of Trustees 
for the past five years. He also 
served on the Lawrence city 
council for a year. As a board 
member, Mayor Rivera has pro- 
vided important perspectives 
and guidance to NECC’s budget 
during difficult economic times, 
and, according to NECC Presi- 
dent Lane Glenn, has assisted in 
many ways with the rapidly ex- 
panding Lawrence campus. 

According to the Boston 
Globe, 29 percent of Lawrence 
residents live beneath the pover- 
ty line -- compared to 11 percent 
statewide. The police force has 
laid off 30 officers over the last 
few years. Many residents blame 


the rising crime rate on the lay- 
offs. 

Jeffrey Ortiz, a former NECC 
student and Lawrence resident, 
said, “I notice the cops are van- 
ishing. There definitely were 
more on the streets just a few 
years back.” 


with mills and factories, accord- 
ing to an article in the Boston 
Globe. 

In the same article, Niki Tson- 
gas, State Representative for 
Lawrence, said that the city of 
Lawrence has chosen a man with 
“Forceful vision for change.” 


I am excited about Trustee Rivera’s new 
role as Mayor of Lawrence 
- President Lane Glenn 


_— eS 


The unemployment rate in 
Lawrence, 14 percent, is just 
about double the rate in Massa- 
chusetts statewide, 7.2 percent, 
according to the Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce Devel- 


opment. 

That means a total of 10,780 
unemployed Lawrence _ resi- 
dents. 


On the day Mayor Rivera was 
sworn in, he pledged he would 
strive for safer streets, better 
schools, and a stronger local 
economy that would bring jobs to 
the city, which was once bustling 


Ernie Greenslade, the Director 
of Public Relations, said, “Dan 
is smart, hard-working, and pas- 
sionate about the city of Law- 
rence. He has served the city well 
in a number of capacities, includ- 
ing city councilor, and I’m con- 
fident he will make an excellent 
mayor. 

“It is very exciting that some- 
one with these qualities and a 
strong connection with Northern 
Essex is leading a city which is 
such an important part of the col- 
lege’s future growth.” 

President Glenn said, “I am 


Courtesy photo 


Board of Trustee member Daniel Rivera has been sworn in 


as the new mayor of Lawrence. 


excited about Trustee Rivera’s 
new role as Mayor of Lawrence, 
and confident that he will bring 
his passion for education and for 
community service, as well as 
his considerable leadership skills 
to the role, helping both the city 
and the college accomplish great 
things in the future.” 


Although Mayor  Rivera’s | 
term as a trustee ends in March, | 
he is being considered for a sec- — 
ond term by The Massachusetts — 
Public Educations Nominating 
Council, which makes recom- 
mendations to Governor Patrick 
for trustee appointments. 


Northern Essex year in review of 2013 


NECC undergoes 
changes throughout 


the past year 
By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 
Continued from page 1 

The cafeteria in the Behrakis 
Student One Stop building has 
been under construction to be- 
come the new bookstore. 

The bookstore has changed 
from Barnes and Nobles to Fol- 
let Corporation. Ray Short, the 
bookstore manager, has a pos- 


growth and opportunity to the 
Merrimack Valley and beyond,” 

“If we want to expand op- 
portunity in our Commonwealth, 
this is what government must do 
and do well.” 

The interior workings of the 
Spurk Building elevators have 
been upgraded over winter break. 
That was just an internal upgrade 
a cosmetic upgrade may come 
with the money that the governor. 

With many projects coming to 
completion at the Lawrence cam- 
pus, such as the Ibrahim El Hef- 
ni Allied Health and Technology 


If we want to expand opportunity in our 
Commonwealth, this is what government 
must do and do well. 

- Governor Deval Patrick 


—_—_—_—_————OO 


titive outlook. After having a 
first successful semester under 
their belt, they are just waiting to 
move up stairs. 

In Nov. Governor Deval Pat- 
rick made an announcement that 
NECC will receive $7 million 
to update and revive the Spurk 
Building at the Haverhill cam- 
pus. There will be upgrades to 
classrooms, elevators, and other 
sections throughout the building. 

Also, $9,000 will make a con- 
nection from the Ibrahim El Hef- 
ni Allied Health and Technology 
Center and Essex Street in Law- 
rence. 

In a previous news article with 
the NECC News Staff, Governor 
Patrick said, 

“Growth requires investment, 
and these investments in educa- 
tion and infrastructure will bring 


Center, it was only fitting that 
Lawrence vote in a new mayor 
who just happens to be a board of 
trustees member here at NECC. 

On Nov. 22, Lawrence vot- 
ed in Trustee Rivera as the new 
mayor. 

Trustee Rivera was voted in 
by a slim margin of just 58 votes. 
This caused the former mayor to 
require a recount to verify the 
correct mayor was voted in. 

Trustee Rivera said in a New 
York Times article that he pledg- 
es to work for all in Lawrence. 
There is a lot of excitement at 
NECC with Trustee Rivera being 
the new mayor. 

Milka Martinez contributed to 
this story 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


Want to develop 
leadership skills? 


Do you like to share 
your opinion? 


Want to get 


involved and get the 
inside scoop at 


NECC? 


Contact the Student 


Engagement Center, 
D125 or L133, at 


Find us on 
Facebook 


NECCStudentSenate 


A nominee must: 


engagement@ 
necc.mass.edu 


* Be registered for a minimum of 6.0 credits 
at NECC 


Maintain good academic 


standing as 


defined as a cumulative GPA of 2.25 or 


higher to be nominated or elected. 


Obtain twenty (20) signatures of students 
in their academic program area (major). 


Attend meetings every Wednesday 3-5pm. 
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Mazzone heading toward success 


NECC student 
shares his journey 


transfering colleges 
By Curistina HILLNER 
Staff Writer 

It is not unusual for college 
students to attend a college or 
university for a year, and then 
‘withdraw. Family could be a fac- 
tor, distance from home, or the 
cost. There are many reasons stu- 
dents leave their school. 
Northern Essex Community 
College student Nick Mazzone a 
Liberal Arts major of Haverhill, 
Mass withdrew from his univer- 
sity, and is currently a production 
assistant intern for Kiss 108. 

Nick attended Whittier Re- 
gional Vocational Technical High 
School, where he studied metal 
fabrication. He learned how to 
weld, make duct tape, and work 
with fire. He took a liking toward 
‘it, so he participated in SkillsU- 
SA. : 

“T attended SkillsUSA three 
out of my four years here. Skill- 
sUSA is a competition where the 
best of the best in their shop at- 
tend to compete for being the best 
in their trade.” 

It wasn’t all metal for Nick, 


because he was also a part of 
Whittier’s football team. 

“T played football for all of my 
four years as a center for the of- 
fensive line.” 

At the end of Nick’s final fall 
sports season, he was awarded 
Commonwealth All Conference 
All-Star for his work on the field. 
With the hard work he put in 


and made a lot of great friends. 
Some of my best memories hap- 
pened with my fraternity, and I 
probably should not say some of 
them in this interview.” 

An experience of a lifetime, 
Nick was offered to work the 
Daytona 500 by his sports man- 
agement professor. He helped 
with the marketing department 


I am very happy here and proud to be a 
Knight 
- Nick Mazzone 


SE AS SEX es 


during his years in high school, 
he received an acceptance let- 
ter from Stetson University in 
Deland, Fla. 

A year later for Nick, a fresh- 
man once again, he was down in 
Florida attending his first univer- 
sity. bs 

“Deland is located in the mid- 
dle of Daytona and Orlando, 
which meant I had a lot of fun 
time at the beach.” 

Getting involved with the uni- 
versity, he became a brother of 
Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

“T learned a lot, had a lot of fun 


Security Log 


ere to find security: 


and attended all of the races 
throughout the week. 

“My professor said ‘Nick go 
try it and it will look good on 
your resume’ of course I did just 
that!” 

While everything was going 
great, there is always one thing 
that every student confronts their 
first year of school away from 
home. 

“Tt was really hard leaving my 
family and not being able to see 
them for a couple of months. I do 
not know what I would do with- 
out them.” 


OS OL SSOE 


After a year at Stetson Univer- 
sity, he withdrew and is currently 
at Northern Essex. 

“T decided to go to NECC be- 
cause it is close to home and I do 
not have to worry about money. 
This is why NECC is amazing. 
It’s a school where you can set- 
tle down, go to school and do not 
have to worry about big loans and 
the burden of debt.” 

He thought that a year spent 
having the time of his life in 
Florida would be dampered by 
coming home for school. Nick 
brought his enthusiasm from 
Florida to Northern Essex. 

“T have enjoyed my first se- 
mester here and met a lot of great 
people. The professors are great 
and very helpful. Iam very happy 
here and proud to be a Knight.” 

He had a great first semester, 
and now is heading into the final 
semester with the position of a 
life time. 

Northern Essex created a trial 
internship program where stu- 
dents can get first hand experi- 
ence in the workforce. 

Nick earned an internship as a 
Production Assistant at the Matty 
In The Morning radio talk show 
on Kiss 108. 

“T help with the production of 
the show, from every sound on 


s323t33- 


the show to pretty much every- 
thing behind the scenes. It feels 
unreal being at the station every 
day and seeing the people I have 
grown up listening to my whole 
life!” 

He was been working with 
them for about one month now, 
and travels to Boston on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. 

“T work closely with Rich Di- 
Mare, the Dj and Producer for the 
Matty in the Morning show and 
Kiss Top 30 countdown. He is 
amazing at what he does and he 
is the best person to learn from. 
I cannot wait to work with him 
some more.” 

Nick is the perfect example for 
a student who left a university to 
attend a community college, and 
still be just as successful. It could 
be frowned upon, since at first 
glance people assume bad grades. 
and homesickness. Nick is a suc- 
cess story in the making. 

“J feel like everything happens 
for a reason in life. If I never left 
Stetson University, I would have 
never attended NECC. I also 
would never had a chance to in- 
tern in one of the best radio mar- 
kets in the country, and be able to 
intern at Boston #1 hit radio sta- 
tion Kiss 108.” 


Join Student Life at 


Monday, Feb 3rd 


11-ipm 


Dimitry Atrium {Law} 


0990 O0O% 


Wednesday, Feb 5th 


11-1pm 
Sport & Fitness Center {Hav} 


For more information contact the Student Engagement Center at 
engagement@necc.mass.edu OR 978.556.3731 


66660666 
$33295959 ie ied 
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NECC’S dance 
program has much 


to offer its students 


By Farra Grecory 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

NECC’s dance program is a 
small but lively group. 

Michelle Deane is the coordi- 
nator of the program, a graduate 
of the University of Massachu- 
setts: Ambherst’s Fine Arts pro- 
gram and a recipient of a master’s 
in education from Cambridge 
College. This year will be her 
sixth year teaching at NECC. 

“The general goal [of the 


Arts & Entertainment 


Leaping into Spring 


dance program] is for the stu- 
dents is to prepare the student for 
performance, choreography, and 
most importantly teaching,” said 
Deane. 

“We focus a lot on that, pre- 
pare them to go out into the work- 
force. Some [program graduates] 
have even opened their own 


dance studios.” 

The program focuses on the 
art of dance, as well as its appli- 
cations: teaching dance, manag- 
ing students, and preventing inju- 
ry are all important skills Deane 
teaches in the program. 

“Many of [the students] come 
already knowing steps and move- 


Some [program graduates] have even 
opened their own dance studios. 


- Michelle D 


eane 


Photo courtesy of Michelle Deane 


NECC’s dance program performs a group number with a 


soloist featured center stage. 


‘Nis : 


’ 


Auditions! 


ment,” said Deane. 

“I would say that we are a 
small program, but we have a lot 
of life down there, not just dance 
majors take dance classes. We 
have a large population who are 
double majors.” 

Even students with majors un- 
related to dance take a course or 
two for their art credit and end up 
enjoying the experience. 

“To start becoming a dance 
major,” Deane said, “I would say 
it’s always a good idea to try to 
come to a performance, speak 
to me as the dance coordinator. 
Dance 101 or dance composition 
sets the platform. It allows them 
to choreograph in the future and 
understand what college dance is 
about. 

“And of course we have our 
movement courses.” 


\ Open to all NECC students. 
This spring's play will be How the Other Half Loves, a 
comedy by Alan Ayckbourne, directed by Brianne Be- 


: 
‘ 


atrice. 


This is a small cast show: three men and three women. 
Auditions will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 6 p.m. in the 
Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater on the 3rd floor of the 


’ 


he of 


Spurk Building, Haverhill Campus. 


Orie Top Notch Players are committed to non-traditional 
| coniee That means the best actor for the role, regardless 


; of race or ethnicity. 
: Faire: experience is needed. For further informa- 
i tion contact Susan Sanders at ssanders@necc.mass.edu. 


ance dates will be March 28 & 29, Oe me 
April 3 at 4 p.m, and A 


Photo courtesy of Michelle Deane 


Two members of NECC’s dance program demonstrate their 


talents at a past performance. 


Movement courses are classes 
such as jazz, hip-hop, and ballet. 

“If they just have a curiosity, 
it’s worth trying to reach out and 
try it once,” said Deane. “Incor- 
porating any of the performing 
arts into your college background 
is just amazing for growth.” 

“I have one dance major, a 
great student, who graduated, 
opened up her own dance studio 
and currently employees a few 
NECC dance students who went 
to class with her. A few [gradu- 
ates] go on to four year schools, 
primarily Salem state,” Deane 
said. Many of the graduates go 
directly into teaching. 

“Anybody, if you’re just curi- 
ous about the program, come to 
dance club or a performance, and 
ask ies at If they just have 
a Ss it’s worth trying to 


reach out and try it once. Incor- 
porating any of the performing 
arts into your college background 
is just amazing for growth.” 

For the first time in the 40 
years of the dance. program’s 
existence, the dance showcase, 
titled “Still Point XLI,” will take 
place outside the NECC campus 
-- at the Performing Arts Center 
at Lawrence High School. 

The performances for “Still 
Point XLI” will take place Friday, 
April 25 and Saturday, April 26 at 
8 p.m. 

The dance program will also 
be performing in the Perfor- 
mance Arts Showcase on Friday, 
April 18 from 12 p.m. to | p.m. at 
Haverhill Campus’s Tech Center. 


ort scenes 


The SI Notch 
Players 5 first 2014 


perjyormances 
By Farru GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 
On Sunday, January 26, select 
members of NECC’s Top Notch 
Players will be performing select 
scenes in the Chester W. Haw- 
rylciw Theater on the Haverhill 
campus. 
The performance will start at 
7 p.m. and admission is free. The 
theater is small and has limited 
seating, arrive at the theater early. 
The students performing are 
nominees for the Kennedy Center 


American College Theater Festi- 
val Region I Irene Ryan Acting 
Scholarship Auditions. 

Audience members are invited 
to provide their feedback after the 
performance. 

The nominees and their scene 
partners are as follows: 

Thera Driscoll with Han- 
nah Heckman-McKenna; Alicia 
D’Olimpio with Will MacDon- 
ald; Samantha Wheatley with 
Matt Lewis; Matt *Lundergan 
with Rob Mantegani; Arthur Go- 
mez with Kiara Pichardo, 

The Chester W. Hawrylciw 
Theater is located on the third 
floor of the Spurk (C) Building. 


Photo show 


Student photos 
are on display at 
Haverhill library 


By Fairu GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Students of the non-credit 
course Creative Digital Black and 
White are displaying select works 
from the course in Haverhill Pub- 
lic Library. 

The pupose being the choice 
of black and white photography 
is to teach students and viewers to 
understand tonal relationships as 
opposed to color composition and 


to show the relationship between 
highlights and shadows. 

Titles such as “Fall in Ver- 
mont,” and “Seeded Dandeli- 
on- Make a Wish” by Richard 
Eastman are present at the small 
exhibition. 

Haverhill Public Library is 
located at 99 Main St., Haverhill 
Mass. 

The photos will be on display 
until Feb. 1. 

Select prints are on sale and 
may be purchased by contacting 
Jennifer Lyons at (978)-373- 
1586, Extension 617. 
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Campus Life 


Bacon Board Gamers popular among students 


Club holds third 
semi annual All Day 
Gaming Marathon 


By Katuryn GAGNON 
Campus Life Editor 

The Bacon Board Gamers club 
at NECC has gained attention for 
its love for both board games and 


love with all who will join them. 

Alex Kosuin, a loyal member 
of the club who attends every 
meeting, says he joined because 
there is “Nowhere else to play 
board games.” 


‘ 
| 


bacon, and is hoping to share that. 


Board Gamers held their third 
semi-annual All Day Gaming 
Marathon. The gaming marathon 
lasted from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

The day was hit with bad 
weather and snowy roads, but a 
total of 14 people showed up to 
participate in the event. There 
were even door prizes, provided 
by Diversions Games, for people 
who attended the gaming day. 

Within the three and a half 
years that the club has been 
around, the Bacon Boardgamers 
have caught the eye of important 
figures at NECC in the New En- 
gland area. 

The advisor of the club, Mike 


—-¢¢—__—_—_--_-- - 


[There’s] nowhere else to play board 


games. 
- Alex Kosuin 


Brady Tatro, another member 
of the club, has been attending 
the meetings since the club was 
established, and still attends them 
after leaving NECC. 


On Friday, Jan. 10, the Bacon 


Cross, says they’ve received the 
NECC President Award, and a 
letter from the mayor of Haver- 
hill commending their efforts. 
They’ve been named Most 
Likely to Succeed by the Campus 


NECC holds 
orientations for 


new students 


Students are welcomed to NECC 
for the spring semester 


By KatHryN GAGNON 
Campus Life Editor 

Throughout January, NECC 

_and orientation leaders held win- 
ter orientations for students com- 
ing to the school in 2014. 

Orientation leaders Marie 
Phillips, Matt Gingras, Kadee Ta- 
pley, and Stephanie Bryszkowski 
took the stage to welcome new 
Students. 

Bryszkowski says the orienta- 
tions would not be what they are 
without the fantastic orientation 
leaders. 

The orientation leaders talked 
to the incoming students about 

college culture, class expecta- 

‘tions, financial planning, time 
Management, and things a col- 
lege student can expect in the se- 
mesters to come. 

Bryszkowski said the orienta- 
| tion “went very well,” but winter 
| rientations are a lot different than 
| the fall orientations, mostly be- 

cause there are less students who 
| attend the winter orientations. 

A new student, Dave Winsor, 
| says he decided to start taking 
| classes at NECC because he had 

a sudden realization that he want- 
| ed to be a radiologist. 

He said one day he had fallen 
off a ladder, and had to travel to 

| the hospital to get x-rays. When 
| getting x-rayed, he said “It was 
like a light bulb went off,” and 


he decided he wanted to pursue a 
career in radiology. 

Ellie Diaz, a new student to 
NECC, says she came to NECC 
for the spring semester because 
she recently moved to the area 
and wants to study Psychology at 
the college. 

Another new student to NECC, 
Kenny Rhudick, says he’s joining 
the NECC community for the 
spring semester because he wants 
to further his career. 

He works as an electrical line- 
man, “Those people at the top 
of the poles,” he says. He hopes 
after taking a few classes at the 
college that his company will 
promote him. 

Bryszkowski says that NECC 
has just launched an online ori- 
entation, and hopes it will help 
“bump up” the number of stu- 
dents who will experience an 
NECC orientation. 

She also says all of the cur- 
rent orientation leaders will be 
graduating in May, so the Student 
Engagement Center is looking 
to hire new orientation leaders. 
Applications can be found in the 
Student Engagement Center, and 
deadlines are Feb. 12. 

The 2014 spring semester 
welcomes the many new students 
joining the community. The first 
day of classes for the spring se- 
mester will be held on Jan. 22. 


Catalyst, featured on WBZ radio 
station, and they’ve been cov- 
ered in the Eagle Tribune, Boston 
Globe, Haverhill Gazette, and 
Newburyport Daily News. 

According to their website, 
the club was founded by two stu- 
dents in a chemistry class taught 
by Cross in 2011. The students 
and Cross felt the school needed 
a club to play board games with 
friends and strangers and anyone 
who wants to join in. 

Cross said they chose the 
name Bacon Boardgamers be- 
cause the only thing they all had 
in common other than their love 
for board games was a love for 
bacon. 

Also, he said, “It’s catchy.” 

Initially there were only a few 
loyal members who came to ev- 
ery meeting, but once the club 
received funding from Campus 
Catalyst to expand their board 
game collection, attendance grew 
in size. 

Their website says the club has 
“Established a board game rental 

_system,” where anyone can bor- 
row a game for a period of time, 
just like a library will for books. 

At present, Cross says the club 
now has at least 15 people at ev- 


fag 
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Photo by Kathryn Gagnon 


Bacon Board Gamers’ members (from left to right): Brady 
Tatro, Rick Ingham, Alex Kosuin, and advisor Alex Cross 
playing a game during the All Day Gaming Marathon. 


ery meeting. 

The club consists of loyal 
members, and newcomers who 
are join the club for a night of 
board-gaming fun. 

The Bacon Boardgamers is 
open to everyone, whether you 


Es 


are an NECC student or not. They 
meet the first and third Fridays of 
every month, even during vaca- 
tions, from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
in room E260. 


Summer Work 


" 


Student Orientation 
Leaders 


Qualifications: 
Minimum GPA 2.8 


Available June, July, August 


Available approx. 15/week 
Strong Public speaking skills 
Teamwork needed 

Strong written 

Bilingual students encouraged to apply 


it 
ve 
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By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


On occasion, you might find 
her, camera in hand, snapping at 
an event or.at a student. Perhaps 
she is updating the NECC Face- 
book status, or sending out a mass 
email to students, staff and facul- 
ty. After all, as Director of Pub- 
lic Relations at NECC, it comes 
with the terrority. It’s a role Ernie 
Greenslade, though challenging 
at times, wouldn’t have any other 
way. 

Greenslade is a part of of the 
marketing communications team 
at NECC. She primarily dabbles 
in media relations, among other 
things, and is always looking for 
the next big story. Her involve- 
ment in social media has made 
sharing the news at the college 
much easier. She is responsi- 
ble for the majority of the col- 
lege’s social media content, and 
occasionally works on many of 
the college’s special events that 
take place each year. Surprising- 
ly enough, all of this is just tip of 
the iceberg for Greenslade, as she 
holds several other positions with 
the commencement committee, 
the speaker bureau, government 
relations, to name a few. In spite 
of her additional role as college 
spokesperson, and the countless 
other obligations and roles she 
must fulfill daily, Greenslande 
remains steadfast in her job of 
shaping the message of the col- 
lege, and getting it out to differ- 
ent groups of people. 

“I think that’s really import- 
ant, and especially important for 
a community college, because 
we have such a huge impact on 
the community we are located in. 
It’s all about sharing the college’s 
story,” said Greenslade. 

Delving further, Greenslade 
attributed the importance of 
the college as a result of its 
most distinguished and essen- 
tial members: students, alumni. 
faculty and staff. Then again, as 
she emphasized, it’s also about 
extending an invitation to those 
who aren’t a part of the commu- 
nity. People such as government 
Officials, business community 
leaders, high school students, 
prospect students, guidance 
counselors and principals. 

“There’s all these people that 
it’s really important to let them 
know what’s happening at the 
college,” said Greenslade. 

These are the words of an ex- 
perienced woman, who, in the 
twenty seven years she’s worked 
at NECC has come to harness 
and relish proudly. Greenslade 
began her career at NECC in 
1986, working part time as the 
Director of Alumni Relations. 
When the director of public rela- 
tions gave their notice, she filled 
the role. Juggling both jobs for a 
while, she eventually honed her 
attention to Director of Public 
Relations, while someone else 
was hired for her prior position. 
Greenslade has since enjoyed the 
move, and up until a year and a 
half ago, went from part-time to 


Features 


generalist unveiled 


full-time as Director of Public 
Relations. 

“That was something I really 
appreciated,” said Greenslade, 

Prior to NECC, Greenslade 
worked for New England Con- 
servatory of Music in Boston. 
She was commuting and from 
her home Portsmouth, NH. 
Greenslade had become ex- 
hausted by the lenghthy hours 
involved, and it eventually over- 
whelmed her. 

“I started to look for oppor- 
tunities closer to home. I think I 
drew a circle with Portsmouth in 
the center, and I identified places 
that I might like to work,” said 
Greenslade. “I didn’t attend a 
community college, but I was 
certainly familiar with commu- 
nity colleges, and that interest- 
ed me. | had been in education, 
since working for New England 
Consorvatory of Music. I was ac- 
tually looking into either higher 
education or in the arts, because 
I really liked to work in the arts, 
too.” 

Greenslade attended Marietta 
College in Southeastern Ohio, 
where she recieved her college 
degree in mass media manage- 
ment. Greenslade had always 
been interested in media. It began 
with her best friend’s dad, who 
worked in television. After high 
school, her interest in media had 
soared. Growing up in Rhode Is- 
land, Greenslade’s father was in 
the Navy, but her mother lived in 
West Virginia. And just short of 
where her mother lived, across 
the border, was a college with a 
good communications program, 
and where she wanted to attend: 
Marietta College. 

Already familiar with the area 
and the college, Greenslade went 
forth and explored her interest in 
media in depth at Marietta College. 

“I worked on a radio show, 
did some writing for the student 
newspaper. My senior year I did 
public relations on all of our 
campus concerts, events,” said 
Greenslade. 

With everything in the rear 
view mirror, Greenslade focuses 
now on enjoying the present, and 
what little time it has to offer her. 
Traveling holds a near and dear 
place in her heart. The rush of 
exploring a new area, discovering 
a new culture, or food, or people, 
excites her. Last September, she 
took a trip to Northern California, 
San Francisco, Sonoma, among 
other destinations.. Needless to 
say, she loves to travel and ex- 
plore. 

But also reading, too. She runs 
on the presidents running club at 
NECC, as well. And though she 
enjoys that very much and does 
it frequently, she admits, howev- 
er, she isn’t very fast. Or fast, for 
that matter. Furthermore, she at- 
tends the gym regularly, as fitness 
and diet are very important to her. 

In the end, it’s Greenslade’s 
interest and passion for com- 
munity that drives her. In Ports- 
mouth, NH, she’s on the Advi- 
sory Board for the Prescott Park 


Arts Festival, a big arts festival 
held in Portsmouth. Her desire to 
engage and be engaged has also, 
strangely, caused her to have an 
abnormal problem. 

“T like to be active. I have a 
problem where I can’t stand to 
miss anything, and that can be a 
curse. I really have a hard time.” 
said Greenslade. 

In retrospect, Greenslade has 
had many unforgettable expe- 
riences, several of which have 
contributed to the success and 
happiness she enjoys today. Her 
dreams and aspirations, though 
unclear, inevitably move her to 
excitement. Greenslale’s encore 
career, according to her, would 
combine her love of travel with 
meeting people. Tours, in other 
words, or becoming a tour lead- 
er, would interest her, neither of 
which are foreign to Greenslade. 

“I’ve led tours. I love walk- 
ing tours when I go visit a place. 
When I was in Nashville, I al- 
ways looked for the walking tour, 
the music history walking tour. 
It’s a music writer who leads this 
fabulous tour of highlights of 
Nashville’s music history, which 
is a big subject,” said Greenslade. 
“So I think about doing walk- 
ing tours of Portsmouth or may- 
be getting involved into senior 
learning.” 

Regardless of her dreams, if 
they change or remain, she will 
always remind herself of her 
present job, and how important it 
is to her. 

“Being in PR is sales. You’re 
promoting NECC. The reason 
why I’ve been here so long is 
because I really feel so strong- 
ly about the community college 
mission and about Northern Es- 
sex Communtiy College, and 
about what it does for the com- 
munity. And the reason why I feel 
so strongly about it is because 
of the people involved,” said 
Greenslade. 

Most notably Bill Starks, an 
NECC Alumni, who first attended 
NECC before transferring to Har- 
vard University. He finalized his ed- 
ucation at Cornell University, where 
he received his PhD. Starks is now 
a Biology Professor at Tufts Uni- 
versity, and though his pursuit for 
higher education has taken him to 
many places since leaving NECC, 
Greenslade takes pride in his appre- 
ciation of NECC and what it helped 
him accomplish. . 

“He feels so strongly about the 
education he received at Nothern 
Essex, about what Northern Es- 
sex did for him, that he’s on the 
NECC Alumni Advisory Board. 
When he’s looking for students 
for his lab, he comes to Northern 
Essex. I mean, it’s really exciting 
to be able to share that with so 
many different audiences.” 

While there are many inspir- 
ing stories, and ways to share 
them, there are, however, several 
road bumps along the way that 
can sometimes make it difficult. 

“The toughest thing is funding 
for community colleges. It isn’t’t 
what it used to be. It means we’re 


Photo by Everson Taveras 


Ernie Greenslade is the Director of Public Relations at 


NECC. 


always struggling with resources. 
Trying to do everything that we 
can with the limited resources at 
our disposal,” said Greenslade. 

Sufficient resources allow 
funding to important aspects 
of the college, such as focus on 
retention. Especially taking a 
student who might need a lot of 
developmental work, and getting 
them ready for college. Accord- 
ing to Greenslade, such a situa- 
tion is commonly encountered, 
as more and more students arrive 
with issues that, without the prop- 
er resources, cannot be addressed. 

“It’s not a matter of just bring- 
ing them into the class. We need 
the support services to help them 
succeed,” said Greenslade. 

In contrast, the advancement 
in other areas, such as technolo- 
gy. has given Greenslade a better 
platform to share stories, such 
as with the online newsroom. 
Greenslade is very proud of the 
online newsroom, still fresh and 
new, created just two years ago. 
Whether to keep up with what’s 
going on with the college, or 
searching and finding articles that 
are relevant to a certain topic of 
interest, the online newsroom 
allows access to college infor- 
mation not provided, or found, 
anywhere else. There’s also the 
option to share links on Facebook 
or other social media sites, an 
option which Greenslade highly 
encourages. 

Moreover, she encourages 
people to let the college know 
about what’s happening. 

“We’re always looking for col- 
lege news stories. We’re always 
looking for students to feature on 
our publications. like prospective 
students. Things that are going on 
in the classroom. I love it when 
faculty tell me about a student 
that they find interesting, and it’II 
be featured in the Daily News or 
the Haverhill Gazette. That hap- 
pens a lot,” said Greenslade. 

Greenslade encourages any- 
one interested in the college to 
like the NECC Facebook page. 


The college also has two separate 
twitter accounts: @northernessex 
and @neccnewsroom 

The first is designed for stu- 
dents, faculty and staff, whereas 
the second is designed for jour- 
nalists, government leaders, and 
is more geared towards the com- 
munity, as it contains more news 
related material. 


Undoubtedly, ’ things 
have changed, especially for 
Greenslade. It used be that me- 
dia relations was her major focus, 
and in some ways it still is. But, 
as she admits, with the shrink- 
age of news, reporting and other 
related journalistic venues has 
been made increasingly difficult. 
That’s the bad news. The good} 
news, Greenslade reaffirms, is 
that there’s a lot more ways to 
share news, through social me-f 
dia, through the college’s sites 
and also through other sites. In a 
way, it’s become a citizens jour- 
nalism, making ways of sharing 
news possible with little to no ef- 
fort. It’s also the reason why the 
online newsroom is so important, 
according to Greenslade, because 
it gives people an opportunity to 
share news in other ways. 

Speaking of sharing news, 
Greenslade interrupts to an- 
nounce something important: 
“I’m proud to say I got my mas- 
ter’s in marketing last year at the 
age of 55 from Southern New 
Hampshire University, with a cer- 
tificate in social media.” 

What the future holds for 
Greenslade is a mystery. Maybe 
she’ll retire from public relations 
to lead tourists on an adventure 
of wonderment and beauty. May- 
be she’ll finally come up with a 
device that solves her omnipres- 
ent urges. Whether she’s writing 
an article or taking a photograph, 
setting up a presentation or at- 
tending a meeting, one thing’s for 
certain: Greenslade will be using 
her media savvy mind in an effort 
to establish connections between 
strangers, and to fortify ever last- 
ing relationships. 


Jan. 22 2014 * NECC Observer « Page 9 


Bentley Library is tech relevant 


Bentley Library has 
a large database of 


infomation resources 


By FairH Grecory 

Arts and Entertainment Editor 
NECC’s Bentley Library is 

staying relevant in the 21st Cen- 

tury by making the transition 

from a classic all-print library to 

a multi-media information center. 
The library was founded at the 


to be the keeper of the books, the 
keeper to the gate, the keeper of 
collections,” said library director 
Linda Shea. 

“But now we have gone the 
opposite direction to sharing all 
the information with one another, 
agreeing with the other libraries 
that we’ ll share our collection be- 
cause it gives you a lot more di- 
versity of material.” 

Bentley Library is a mem- 
ber of the Noble Consortium, 
a non-profit organization that 
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Bentley Library has approximately 150 paper journals 
available, and 33 thousand available online. 


same time as the school in 1961, 
and its mindset has changed along 
with the school’s as the decades 
have passed. 

“Libraries and librarians used 


allows joint purchase and circu- 
lation of information materials 
within 27 public and college li- 
braries. 

Students en have library 


cards for the Noble Consortium 
have access to over three million 
informational items including 
books, films, databases and jour- 
nals. 

“Our journal collection of pa- 
per journals is way smaller than 
it was 20 years ago, for obvious 
reasons, because the accessibility 
of electronic journals is so great,” 
said Shea. 

“So right now we have maybe 
150 paper journals, but we have 
electronic access to, I think it’s 33 
thousand.” 

Bentley also uses the ven- 
dor Ebsco Host. Ebsco provides 
a database known as Academic 
Search Premier. Ebsco provides 
online academic journals to stu- 
dents of the Consortium. 

Students who get their library 
card at NECC have access to all 
materials within the Noble Con- 
sortium. 

“We have an E-brary collec- 
tion of over 30 thousand books, 
but we find that most students 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Bentley Library on Haverhill Campus has been a part of 
NECC since the school’s founding in 1961. 


that students can borrow elec- 
tronically. The rented material 
will stay on a student’s device for 
contractually determined amount 


Co: +--+ 


Libraries and librarians used to be the 
keeper of the books, the keeper to the 
gate, the keeper of collections. 

- Linda Shea 


will [request materials in paper].” 
Said Shea. 

The E-brary on the library 
website provides free, primarily 
non-fiction, academic materials 


Got questions? Go to 


Express Services 
and financial aid 


help new students 


By FaitH GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

At NECC, a magical catch-all 
known as the Behrakis One-Stop 
Center exists to help new and re- 
turning students muddle through 
the confusing processes of regis- 
tering for classes and coping with 
financial aid. 

The One-Stop is divided into 
four main windows, with as many 
as two people staffing each win- 
dow. 

The sections are known as Ex- 
press Services and Financial Aid. 

Two of the Express Services 
staffers are Karina Munoz and 
Linda Bravish. 

They are officially known as 
EDP Operators. 

Students come to Express Ser- 
vices, “to register for classes, to 
ask questions, print out sched- 
ules, print out transcripts -- basi- 


cally anything that has to be done 
for the school is here.” Said Mu- 
noz. 

Express Services, during the 
busiest times before the start of a 
semester, processes over 100 stu- 
dents a day. 


them to the right spot.” 

The Financial Aid window 
also processes 50 to 100 students 
a day. 

This window serves the pur- 
pose of helping students handle 
the complexities of managing fi- 


6 


Sometimes students get upset over the forms they 
need to bring in, but it’s just a federal requirement that 


we request them, 
- Christine Terroux 


3 


“If [students] do have any 
questions, they should come here, 
so we can direct them. We can’t 
always answer them, but we can 
direct them to the right person,” 
said Bravish. 

“T think a lot of students get 
confused on where to go and 
what to do, and so they shy away 
about coming to college or going 
to someone for help. But they 
should come here if they have a 
question so we can at least direct 
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If [students] do have any questions, they should come 


here, so we can direct them. 


- Linda Bravish 
rr a 


nancial aid and to turn in the cor- 
rect required forms to receive aid. 

Christine Terroux, an employ- 
ee of the Financial Aid counter, 
said students come to Financial 
Aid for the status of financial 
aid, book vouchers, general ques- 
tions, and to bring in paperwork 
to complete their financial aid. 

“Sometimes students get upset 
over the forms they need to bring 
in, but it’s just a federal require- 
ment that we request them,” said 
Terroux. 

The Behrakis One-Stop is a 
good place to start for any stu- 
dents with any bureaucratic or 
systems issue they can’t resolve 
on their own. 


of time, and then the material will 
be automatically removed from 
the device. 

Overdrive is another on- 
line rental database available to 


NECC students. 

“E-brary is focused on aca- 
demic content that is research ori- 
ented. [Overdrive] is more fiction 
and popular reading, as well as 
some content that is academic.” 
Said Shea. 

The library does not current- 
ly rent out electronic devices to 
permit students to use the online 
information resources. Students 
must possess their own devices, 
such as readers and smartphones, 
or use a personal laptop or school 
desktop. 

To find these resources, go 
to http://www.necc.mass.edu/li- 
brary/ 


the One-Stop 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


The One-Stop Center is a great place for students who 


need help being directed where they need to go. _ 


Don't forget your parking pass! 


Parking passes can be found at: 


www.PermitSales.net/NECC 


“ 
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Editor-in-Chief 
Knights squeak out 
win against Roxbury 


The game started an hour late, 
and NECC topped Roxbury, 70- 
69. 

Roxbury’s Tyrus Weaver, 
coming off of a 65 point perfor- 
mance, was the game’s leading 
scorer. Weaver scored 32 points, 
20 of which came in the first half. 

Down by a point, NECC guard 
fed Neph Carmona a pass under- 
neath the basket. Carmona made 
the lay up and was fouled with a 
second left. Carmona hit the free 
throw and gave Northern Essex 
the one point victory. 


Knights overcome 
deficit, top UConn 
Avery Point 69-64 


If Knights basketball coach 
Darren Stratton had a birthday 
wish, it would be that his team 
would give him a win. That’s 
exactly what happened, as they 
topped the Huskies at home, 69- 
64. 

Knights guard Ryan Grant 
had 22 points to lead all scorers, 
as well as seven rebounds, four 
steals and four assists. The fresh- 
man guard was 12 of 14 from the 
free throw line, sinking two in the 
last two seconds to put the game 
out of reach for NECC. 

Christopher Corey was a spark 
off the NECC bench. While Co- 
rey had just two points, he had six 
rebounds, two steals for NECC. 


Snowy new year 
keeps NECC Ss 
Morency away 


Peterson Morency was almost 
ruled out for the Northern Essex 
game against Connecticut - Avery 
Point. 

With the snow storms piling 
over a foot in the Boston area, 
Morency was unable to fly back 
until a few days before NECC’s 
first game back. 

Morency didn’t miss a beat, 
however, scoring 14 points in the 
Northern Essex win. 


Alumni basketball 
game set to be played 
Jan. 25 


Darren Stratton has coached 
hundreds of students since tak- 
ing over as the NECC basketball 
coach. 

After the Jan. 25 game against 
Springfield Tech, the NECC gym 
will again be the court for many 
of those players. 

The school will host an alumni 
game after the STCC match, with 
many past players coming to lace 
up the sneakers once again. 

For those interested in attend- 
ing, the game will be free and 
played in the Sport and Fitness 
Center on the Haverhill Campus. 


uigints NECC wins 


third straight 


Knights win 
rematch, top 
Gateway 77-72 


By Marr Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

Despite a late scare from Gate- 
way Community College, the 
Northern Essex basketball team 
won their third straight game 
since coming back from winter 
break, 77-72. 

In their first meeting, which 
occurred on Nov. 18, Gateway 
downed the Knights, winning by 
10. The Knights were hungry to 
even the score. 

“T think the first half was one 
of the better first halves that 
we’ve played this year, especially 
avenging the loss we had to Gate- 
way early in the season,” said 
Stratton. “The kids came out and 
played hard, played with emo- 
tion and played with a tenacity 
and aggression that we’re asking 
them to play with.” 

Peterson Morency had a team 
high 23 points, which was a sea- 
son and career high for the Miami 
guard. After the game, Morency 
was all smiles. 

“We came out strong with our 


intensity, played defense well,” 
said Morency. “[Gateway] almost 
came back and got us, but we 
kept our heads in the game.” 

During the fall semester, the 
Knights biggest struggle was 
closing out games. Against teams 
like CCRI, MassBay and Mas- 
sasoit, Northern Essex was tied 
or leading throughout most of 
the first half. So far in the spring 
semester, NECC has seemed to 
solve that problem. 

“The biggest difference, 
I think, is the maturity,” said 
Coach Stratton. “The kids under- 
stand what it takes to win now 
-- they’re not making the high 
school mistakes that they were 
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Ryan Grant had one of his best all-around games since 


arriving at Northern Essex. 
Grant scored 11 points, but 

pulled down five rebounds and 

had six helpers. The guard, who 
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The kids understand what it takes to win 
now-- they’re not making the same high 
school mistakes. 

- Darren Stratton, Knights coach 


Ee 


making earlier in the year.” 

Ryan Grant, who came to 
NECC from Whittier Tech, had 
one of his best all-around games 
since arriving. 


has been battling a turnover prob- 
lem, had just two in the contest. 
Neph Carmona kept up his el- 
evated play. The Knights captain 
scored eight points and pulled 
down seven rebounds in the win. 


Stratton has preached that de- 
fense will win games. After the 
game, hesaid his players were 
starting to realize that. 

“They have an understanding 
that if you can get stops, we will 
score,” said the coach. 

Morency said the same thing. 
“We’re starting to understand 
more,” he said. “We’re still in the 
learning process, but we’re start- 
ing to understand that defense 
wins games.” 

The Knights are now 9-7 on 
the season, winning their last 
three games. How does Morency 
and company expect to keep that 
momentum? Simply, “by just go- 
ing hard.” 


Spring sports draw closer 


Newer semester 
brings in different 
sports for NECC 


By Estuer Nieves 
Sports Editor 

The spring semester has ar- 
rived and just as classes are 
about to begin, baseball, softball 
are about to take the fields. 

Head coach Jeff Mejia and the 
men’s baseball team had a great 
2013 season. The Knights made 
their second appearance in the 
NJCAA Division III World Series 
in Tyler, Texas. They wrapped up 
the season 18-16, placing eighth 
overall in the country. 

The team is ready to take 
over the field and start training 
to make their third appearance 
in Texas. Every year they head 
down to Florida for spring train- 
ing, where they soak up the warm 
sun, and start swinging their bats 
and getting back into their base- 
ball lives routine. 

The Knights will head down to 
Florida on March 14 and return 
on March 19 for spring break, in 
which they compete with other 
teams throughout the country. 

They return to New England 
with a double header against the 
University of Connecticut: Avery 
Point. 

Athletic Director Sue MacA- 
voy announced earlier this school 
year, women’s softball has final- 
ly returned to NECC. After a 
long hiatus, MacAvoy has finally 
found the right person to coach 


the team and she spread the word 
around campus that softball was 
making a comeback. 

Coach Robert Gillespie was 
hired last July. Gillespie has been 
coaching softball for almost 25 
years. 

“The time has finally come 
and I am just as excited as they 
are to get on the field and start 
practice,” said Gillespie. 

The NECC softball field, 
which had long been overrun, has 
been renovated. 

Gillespie has several girls who 
are eager to set foot on the newly 
built softball field. 

Jess Cioto, potential third 
baseman, can’t wait to swing her 
bat and ground some balls. 

“I’ve been dreading the fall 
semester,” said Cioto, “anxious- 
ly waiting for it to get here, and 
finally it’s just a few weeks away. 
We have a new softball field and 
it looks great. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


The Northern Essex baseball team hopes to make a three- 
pete and return to the NJCAA World Series. 


to start practicing early February. 
Their schedule, only six 


I am just as excited as they are to get on 
the field and start practice. 
- Robert Gillespie, softball coach 


“Brand new field, new team, I 
can’t wait.” 

It’s been a long time since the 
program has been a part of the 
school, so the team will only have 
a few games to get a feel for it. 
The women’s softball team is due 


games, has been posted on the 
NECC website. 

The first will be an away game 
against Dean College on March 
29 at 1 p.m. 

All home games are free to at- 
tend. Take a look at the schedule 
for both baseball and softball and 


head down to the field to support 
NECC’s athletes. 

NECC is also on the lookout 
for new track athletes, as well. 
The track season starts up again 
in the first week of February. 
NECC doesn’t have a track coach 
yet, but hopes to have one in 
place by track season. 

Spring sports have been some 
of NECC’s best throughout the 
years. Students who want to put 
on a Knights uniform can visit 
the Sports and Fitness Center in 
Haverhill and talk to Sue MacA- 
voy. 

She can be contacted at sma- 
cavoy@necc.mass.edu or called 
at (978) 556-3820 


ane 
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A look back: 


Chris Anderson 


Former NECC 
baseball player 


recalls career 
By Marr Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

It’s been over seven seasons 
since Chris Anderson was on the 
baseball diamond at Northern Es- 
sex. In that time, the Portsmouth, 
N.H., native has certainly had his 
share of experiences. 

After registering at Northern 
Essex, Anderson wasn’t quite 
sure of what to expect from the 


baseball program. After the first 


| chance,” said MacAvoy. 
|| was talented in every aspect -- 


meeting, though, Anderson knew 
he was in the right place. 

“Basically I didn’t realize the 
caliber of baseball it was,” said 
Anderson. “In my freshman year, 
in the fall I got there and thought 
this is a pretty good team, a really 
good coach, everyone liked each 
other, it was a great opportunity 
to get to play and everyone fed 
off of each other. 

“Once you get in a group like 
that, you really don’t stop.” 

The Knights coach at the time, 
was Kerry Quinlan, who moved 
to Bunker Hill Community Col- 
lege in a full time capacity after 


| the 2008 season. 


The pitcher almost didn’t 
come to NECC. Anderson ap- 
plied to attend the New Hamp- 
ton School, a prepatory school 
in New Hampton, N.H. After not 
being accepted, Anderson en- 
rolled at Northern Essex in 2004. 

Anderson was a dominant 
force on the mound at NECC. In 


| 2006, the left-hander allowed just 


five earned runs over 30 innings 
of work -- good for a 1.45 ERA. 
Not only that, but he batted .591 
with two home runs and 30 RBI. 


| To put it simply, Anderson did it 
all. 


In March of 2006, Anderson 
was awarded NJCAA Player of 


| the Week honors. That’s around 
the time that Sue MacAvoy, the 
| athletic director at Northern Es- 


sex, knew the school had some- 
one special. 

“It was probably not until 
we came back from Florida did 
we know, ‘This kid really has a 
BES. 


definitely as a pitcher, but people 
could have looked at him for oth- 
er things. He had some power at 
the plate, as well. 

“It was an exciting time,” 
added. 

In addition to Player of the 
Week honors, Anderson also took 
home two First Team All-Re- 
gion awards, as well as two NJ- 
CAA Second Team All-American 
awards, according to the North- 
ern Essex website. 

MacAvoy also rememebered 
the pitcher being a very quiet per- 


she 


| son. “Sometimes you wouldn’t 


even know he was there, but his 

presence on the field was huge.” 
Anderson also remembered 

MacAvoy and her hard work. 
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Chris Anderson was drafted in 2006 by the Minnesota 
Twins after playing two seasons at Northern Essex. 


“{She] was very helpful to me,” 
said Anderson. “I got a long with 
her great. She helped me a lot 
with my classes, she helped me 
with everything. 

“She was a lifesaver.” 

After playing at NECC for two 
years, Anderson found himself 
being drafted by the Minnesota 
Twins in the 18th round of the 
Rule 4 draft, which is commonly 
referred to as the MLB First Year 
Player Draft. While being drafted 
wasn’t necessarily a surprise for 
the pitcher, he certainly didn’t ex- 
pect to go so high. 

“J knew there was talk about 


it’s nothing like playing for your 
home town. 

“TJ met a lot of great people, 
I loved it and had fun, but when 
the jersey has your school or your 
hometown, you get pride from 
that.” 

Anderson made his profes- 
sional debut in 2008 for the 
Benoit Snappers of the Midwest 
League, a Class-A affiliate of the 
Twins: While his record for the 
Snappers was 2-0, Anderson had 
a 6.84 ERA. 

After the season, the Twins 
no longer kept Anderson in the 
organization and he became a 


SS 


I got there and thought, ‘This is a pretty 


good team.’ 
y: - Chris Anderson 
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[the possibility of being drafted 
in] my sophomore season,” said 
Anderson, “but I never thought 
I’d go in the 1 8th round, | thought 
it would be later than that. It was 
a surprise to me.” 

There were, unfortunately, 
problems after Anderson signed. 

After injuring his arm in the 
playoffs for NECC that May, the 
Twins voided his contract after 
finding ulnar collateral nerve 
damage. However, that didn’t 
stop Anderson from trying to 
make his dreams a reality. 

“J lived down in Florida for a 
while and worked out, played in 
a league down there, got stronger 
and came back,” said Anderson. 
“I had a tryout with the Twins 
again and they signed me. It was 
kind of a roller coaster ride.” 

When he finally did play pro- 
fessionally, it wasn’t quite what 
he had expected. For Anderson, 
part of the fun of baseball was 
playing for his home town or his 
school. That was different in the 
pros. 

“It’s a job. It’s great, don’t 
get me wrong, but you’re play- 
ing for yourself,” he said. “It’s 
hard work, it’s fun, it’s great but 


free agent before signing with the 
Worcester Tornadoes of the Ca- 
nadian-American League, which 
is an independent league. 

And while drafted as a pitcher, 
Anderson boasts a career batting 
average of a perfect 1.000, sin- 
gling in his lone plate appearance. 

While no longer in baseball, 
Anderson has no complaints 
about how things have turned out. 

He’s now married to Laura 
Anderson, who he went to high 
school with. They have two 
children, Mason Anderson, 11 
months and Madison Anderson, 


4. Currently, Anderson is a proj-_ 


ect manager for Insurcomm, a 
restoration company based in his 
hometown of Portsmouth. 

After a professional baseball 
career, two children, a marriage 
and a change in careers, Ander- 
son still remembers his time at 
Northern Essex being positive. 

“T wasn’t a great student, so I 
had a second life almost when I 
went there,” recalled Anderson. 
“T got a lot of help, and it turned 
me into who I am today and it re- 
ally helped a lot.” 


Northern Essex Community College 


Statistics Leaders -- Men’s Basketball 


Ryan Grant 


Peterson Morency 


Javonte Forbes 


Ryan Grant 


Javonte Forbes 


Benjamin Martinez 


Kyle Sangster 


Benjamin Martinez 


Points per game 
Assists per game 
Rebounds per game 
Steals per game 
Blocksper game 

Field Goal Percentage 
3-Point Percentage 


Free Throw Percentage 


15.9 


6.0 
6.8 
2.6 


3.1 


Northern Essex Community College 
Men’s Basketball Schedule 


January 23 
January 25 
January 28 
January 30 
February 4 
February 6 
Feburary 8 
February 11 


February 15 
February 22 


February 23 
February 26 
March 1 
March 2 


March 13-15 


Knight Spotlight 


@ Holyoke 
STCC 

@ Massasoit 
Dean 

Bristol 

@ Bunker Hill 
@ Mass Bay 
Vermont Tech 


Lincoln 


MCCAC Semi-Final 

MCCAC Championship 

NJCAA Region XXI Playdown 
NJCAA Region XXI Semi-Final 
NJCAA Region XXIChampionship 


NJCAA Tournament 


Photo orl 
Miami native Peterson Morency posted an average oft 


points per game since returning from winter break. Thee 
Knights point guard led the team with 23 points over their 
win against Gateway Community College. 
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